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Among  the  sadder  features  of  our  recent  hard  years  was  the  forgotten 
homestead.    We  were  hearing  in  those  days  a  good  deal  about  the  forgotten 
man.    But  the  old  home  was  suffering,   too.     There  it  stood  growing  more 
neglected  and  down  at  the  heels  with  no  one  to  lift  a  hand  to  help  it. 

A  year  or  so  ago  the  Nation  began  to  remember  the  forgotten  home. 
The  Federal  Government  arranged  for  special  loans  for  home  improvement. 
A  movement  began  to  help  citizens  save  their  homes.     Various  Government 
Departments  went  to  work  on  the  problems  of  building  and  rebuilding. 

In  the  spring  of  193^  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  agricultural 
colleges  in  kG  States  made  a  Farm  Housing  Survey  to  find  out  the  condition 
of  America's  farm  homes,  to  get  records  of  remodeling  work  done,  and  to 
learn  costs  of  repair  and  remodeling.     Now  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
and  the  various  State  colleges  are  nutting  that  survey  information  to  work 
by  providing  home  owners  with  plans  and  other  information  helpful  in  building 
new  homes  or  rebuilding  old  ones.     You  see,  people  who  have  studied 
social  tendencies  of  the  past  as  well  as  present  economic  conditions  are 
realizing  more  and  more  that  many  farm  families  can  have  more  satisfactory 
living  if  a  larger  part  of  their  income  goes  into  better  housing  instead  of 
into  expanding  the  farm  business. 

The  farm  housing  survey  brought  to  light  many  of  the  changes  needed 
in  homes  all  over  the  country  to  give  a  happier  life  to  the  family.  Less 
crowded  quarters  was  one  great  need,     (Think  of  so  many  youngsters  all 
sleeping  in  one  room  when  measles  hit  the  family])     Fewer  steps  to  go  up 
and  down  was  another.     (Remember  how  grandmother  broke  her  hip  on  those 
unnecessary  steps  into  the  kitchen?)    A  modern  water  supply  was  a  third. 
(Shades  of  all  the  farm  housewives  who  have  worn  out  their  backs  toting 
wash  water!)    Better  lighting  was  another  widespread  need.     (Spectacles  came 
all  too  early  to  the  women  who  had  to  do  the  family  mending  in  a  bad  light.) 
Smooth  well-finished  floors  were  needed  everywhere.     (You  know  how  easily 
children  pick  up  splinters  from  rough  floors.    And  cleaning  those  old  floors 
was  eternal  drudgery.)     Well,  these  are  just  a  few  illustrations  of  the 
changes  that  many  a  farm  family  has  started  to  make  since  we  began  to 
remember  the  old  homestead. 
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The  architects  and  engineers  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  say- 
that  old  homes  that  are  sturdy  and  sound  can  often  he  Drought  up  to  modern 
standards  of  comfort,   convenience  and  appearance  for  much  less  than  the 
cost  of  a  new  house.     And  they  say  that  many  of  these  changes  require  a 
surprisingly  small  amount  of  cash  if  the  farmer  can  contribute  lahor  and 
some  materials  from  the  farm,  and  if  he  makes  the  improvements  a  step  at  a 
time  as  his  income  and  his  farm  work  allows. 

To  help  at  the  job,  these  Department  of  Agriculture  men  have  just 
put  out  a  bulletin  called  "Modernizing  Farmhouses."     If  you  have  any  interest 
in  fixing  over  your  home,  here's  the  very  leaflet  you  have  been  waiting  for. 
It  is  full  of  helpful  pictures  and  plans.     It  tells  you  how  to  appraise  the 
old  house  and  how  to  plan  improvements.     Just  now  this  bulletin  is  free  for 
the  asking  if  you  write  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  at  Washington,  D.  C. 

One  -part  of  that  bulletin  particularly  interested  me.     It  was  the 
section  on  the  kitchen  sink.     My,  how  glad  many  a  farm  housewife  will  be  to 
see  in  print ,  written  by  2  practical  men  from  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural 
Engineering,  these  words:     "A  kitchen  sink  is  probably  the  most  useful  single 
home  convenience."    Haven't  we  been  telling  the  menfolks  that  down  through 
the  years? 

The  authors  of  the  bulletin  go  on  to  say  that  you  can  buy  and  install 
a  suitable  kitchen  sink  with  a  drain  for  from  12  to  25  dollars.     And  they 
say  it  makes  a  good  first  step  for  the  complete  plumbing  system  that  you'll 
be  putting  in  little  by  little.     The  bulletin  goes  on  to  say  that  since  the 
sink  is  such  an  important  work  center,  getting  it  in  the  right  place  in  the 
kitchen  is  very  important.     It  needs  a  central  location  near  to  the  work 
table,  the  stove  and  the  storage  cabinets.     In  a  very  large  kitchen,  the 
most  convenient  place  for  the  sink  is  sometimes  right  in  the  center  of  the 
room.    Or  you  can  place  it  along  the  wall  between  drain  board  and  work  table. 
Wherever  you  place  your  sink,  be  sure  it  has  good  light.     I  mention  all  this 
from  the  new  bulletin  because  it  seems  a  happy  sign  to  me  when  men  begin  to 
take  such  an  interest  in  the  work  of  the  home.     But  I  can't  begin  to  cover 
all  the  other  helpful  words  of  that  bulletin.     You'll  have  to  read  it  for 
your  self. 

And  by  the  way,  though  it  is  written  about  farmhouses,  much  of  the 
information  in  it  is  just  as  valuable  to  the  city  or  town  family  that  is 
remodeling  or  thinking  of  remodeling  its  home. 

A  companion  volume  for  your  winter  reading  on  house  building  is  the 
Bulletin  I  talked  so  much  about  last  year  —  "Farmhouse  Plans,"  "Farmhouse 
Plans"  is  especially  for  the  family  that  is  thinking  of  putting  up  a  new 
home  instead  of  remodeling  an  old  one,  but  it  also  has  plenty  of  good 
suggestions  for  home  improvements. 

You  know,  these  winter  evenings  when  you  can  sit  quietly  reading  and 
making  plans  for  spring,  are  ideal  times  to  get  familiar  with  the  information 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  your  State  college  have  to  help  you.  Remem- 
ber the  names  of  the  2  home-building  leaflets  —  "Modernizing  Farmhouses"  and 
"Farmhouse  Plans."    Write  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  at  Washington,  D.C. 
for  Farmers'  Bulletin  No,  I7U9,  called  "Modernizing  Farmhouses."    A  copy  is 
yours  for  the  asking  as  long  as  the  free  supply  lasts. 
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